THE KEYS TO CHRIST!
Unlock Doors to Greater Intimacy with Jesus Christ
and His Kingdom through the Power of the Word
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I N T RO D U C T I O N !

!

This Bible Study is designed to enrich
the lives of the individuals who desire
greater intimacy with God.

God is

united with His word. If we want to be
united with God, we must fully embrace
the message of His word. Throughout
our journey, we hope to share keys to a
deeper, more meaningful relationship
with Christ.

John 1:1:

In the beginning was the word, and the word
was with God, and the word was God.
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One of the best ways to understand the
Holy Bible is to comprehend how the
New Testament itself is organized.

As

we explore biblical ways to greater
intimacy with Him, note the purpose
and context of the scriptures we will
examine:

!

• The Gospels: the words,
the works, and the ways of
Jesus

!

• The Acts of the Apostles:
the actions and the
teachings of the apostles

The Keys
to Christ
Key |kē|:

1 a thing that provides a means of gaining
access to or understanding something
2 a set of answers to exercises or problems
3 the first move in the solution of a problem
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JESUS GIVES THE KEYS!
Let’s begin our scriptural journey toward
greater closeness with Jesus from His
words to the disciples in the GOSPELS.
Jesus gives keys of understanding to
His disciples establishing the authority
of their words upon Jesus’ departure.

!

!

• Matthew 16:13-19 tells us that
Jesus gave Peter, one of the
original twelve disciples, the keys
to the kingdom.

Key Fact:

Jesus gave Peter the authority because of
Peter’s faith.
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!

• John 3:3-5, 8 shows that Jesus’
message of belief begins with the
need to be born of water and
Spirit. Also note for later in the
study, Jesus introduces a sound 1
that accompanies the Spirit.
• John 17:19-20 Jesus sends His
disciples to minister and pray for
those who would believe on Him
through their word.

!

• Matthew 27:28-31, 28:1-7 Jesus
purchases the keys with His own
blood and arises in power three
days later.

The Keys
to Christ
Notes:

1. The word sound here comes from the greek
word fo-nay (φωνή) which means voice.
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After Christ’s resurrection from the dead,
He shares crucial last words with His
disciples. Last words are important words.

!
JESUS’
!

LAST WORDS...!

In Matthew 28:17-19, Jesus received
all power in heaven and in earth and
from that authority He says baptism
should be done in the name (singular1)
that represents the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. One name. Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are titles, not names.
Your name is key to identifying you.
Consider the implications of signing a
legal document using “Father” or “Son”
instead of your name.

!

Key Fact:

God has many titles but only one name. To
illustrate this, consider water, steam and ice.
These are three different forms of the same
substance with one scientific name: H 2 0.
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!
!
!

The name Jesus means
“The Lord Saves”
(see Matthew 1:21)

Peter and the other Apostles who were
given the keys spent the rest of their
lives telling others about the name of
Jesus Christ.

!

In Luke 24:44-53, after the miracle of
His death and resurrection, Jesus
charges His disciples to preach
repentance and remission of sins in His
name. Through their faith, believers
who are obedient to this message are
promised power from on high.

The Keys
to Christ
1. Had this text intended to identify “the Triune God

Notes:

who manifests as three persons”, the term “name”
would be inappropriate. Therefore, since Matthew
wrote “name” (singular), it denotes that there is
only one entity identified by these three titles.

7

!
!
!
!
!

SUMMARIZING JESUS’
LAST WORDS!
• Belief in the death, burial and
resurrection of Jesus Christ
• Repentance
• Baptism in the one name that
represents all the titles of God
• Receiving the promise of the Holy
Spirit

Luke 24:47:

And that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
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THE APOSTLES GIVE THE
KEYS TO THE WORLD!
As we continue our scriptural journey
toward greater intimacy with Christ, let’s
explore the Book of Acts as it records
how the disciples take the Keys of the
Kingdom to the world.

!

In Acts 1:3-8, the promise is revealed
to be the power of the Holy Spirit. This
power includes greater understanding
of how we can develop a deeper
relationship with Jesus through the
infilling of the Holy Spirit.

The Keys
to Christ
The Book of Acts outlines the history of the

Key Notes:

Apostolic Age. In other words, Acts documents
what the Apostles did with the instructions given
to them by Jesus.
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!

T H E D I S C I P L E S TA K E T H E
KEYS OF CHRIST TO
J E RU S A L E M !

!

In Acts 2:1-4, the disciples received the
Holy Spirit that Jesus Christ promised.

!

In Acts 2:14-24, 32-42, while some
mocked, Peter preached death, burial,
resurrection, repentance, baptism in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins, and receiving the Holy Spirit.

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be

Acts 2:38:

baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
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THE 4 KEYS: !
FA I T H , D E AT H , B U R I A L ,
AND RESURRECTION !

FA I T H

We must believe in Jesus Christ as the
one and only Savior who died, was
buried, and rose from the dead. Then
we take up our cross and follow Him
with these first steps of faith.

D E AT H

Repentance by faith signifies death
to a life of sin. Godly sorrow turns you
toward God and away from self.

BURIAL

Baptism in water by faith in Jesus’
name signifies burial.

RESURRECTION

Baptism in Spirit by faith signifies
resurrection.

!
!
!

!

The Keys
to Christ
For I delivered unto you first of all that which I

1 Corinthians
15:3-4:

also received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures; and that he
was buried, and that he rose again the third
day according to the scriptures.
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!

SAMARIA IS TOUCHED BY
G O D B E F O R E T H E H O LY
SPIRIT IS GIVEN TO
THEM!

!
!

Acts 8:4-25

Philip preached the gospel of Jesus
Christ to the people of Samaria. After
believing the gospel, the Samaritans
experienced freedom and blessings by
the power of Jesus Christ. However,
we must realize that although the
Samaritans had a life-changing
encounter with God, they had yet to
receive the promise of the indwelling of

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of

Acts 8:14-15: God, they sent unto them Peter and John: Who,
when they were come down, prayed for them,
that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
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Acts 8:5-8
Did people accept the gospel of Jesus Christ?
Yes

!

No

Were people delivered?
Yes

!

No

Were people healed?
Yes

!

No

Did people experience joy?
Yes

!

No

Acts 8:12
Did people believe?
Yes

!

No

Did people get baptized?
Yes

No

The Keys
to Christ
But when they believed Philip preaching the

Acts 8:12:

things concerning the kingdom of God, and the
name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both
men and women.
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!Acts 8:14-17
Did any of the Samaritans receive the Holy Spirit
before Peter and John laid their hands on them
and prayed?
Yes

!

No

Acts 8:18-24
How did Phillip know that no one had received the
Holy Spirit even though there was such a great
demonstration of God’s power? Once the Holy
Spirit had been poured out, how did Simon know?

!

As we look at Acts chapter 10 to find the answers
to these questions, remember Jesus said there
would be a sound when someone is born of the
Spirit (John 3:8).

A person can believe in God and not have the

Key Fact:

Holy Spirit. Some believe if they have had an
experience and/or existing relationship with God
that the Spirit has fulfilled its work in them; but
there is more...
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!
!!

G O D P E R S O N A L LY
INVITES CORNELIUS TO
MORE INTIMACY!
Acts 10:1-47

Acts 10:1-2
Cornelius already had a relationship with God.

He is

described as being:
•

Devout (religious)

•

God Fearing

•

Giving

•

Prayerful

!

!Acts 10:3-5
Cornelius was instructed to find

.

The Keys
to Christ
Cornelius was a Roman centurion who was a
who obeyed the command to be
Notes: Gentile
baptized in the name of the Lord and received
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
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Acts 10:6, 33
Was there more for Cornelius to do?
Yes

!

No

Acts 10:44-46
What was the sound they heard when they
received the Holy Spirit?

!

Acts 10:48
Were they baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ? (Hint: See Acts 8:16)
Yes

!

No

Was baptism in the name of the Lord so important
that they were commanded to do it even after
receiving the Holy Spirit?
Yes

No

This account establishes the evidence upon

Key Fact:

which the Apostles acknowledged someone
receiving the infilling of the Holy Spirit.
(See John 3:8)
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D I S C I P L E S AT E P H E S U S

!
!Acts 19:2

!

Acts 19:1-6

Did they believe in God?
Yes

!

No

Did these disciples have the Holy Spirit?
Yes

!

No

Acts 19:3-5
Were they re-baptized in Jesus Name?
Yes

!

No

Acts 19:6
Did they speak in other tongues when they received the
Holy Spirit?
Yes

No

The Keys
to Christ
Key Fact:

Every recorded baptism from the Day of
Pentecost on, for the first 200+ years of
Christian history was performed in the name of
Jesus.
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!S U M M A RY

!

The keys to the Kingdom of God are
faith in Jesus Christ, repentance, water
baptism in Jesus name and the baptism
of the Holy Spirit. This is God’s plan of
salvation that opens the door to the
deepest intimacy one can have with
their Creator.
Jesus delivered these
keys to His Apostles 1 .
The Apostle
Peter 2 , in turn, used these keys to open
the door of salvation on the Day of
Pentecost and throughout the Book of
Acts 3 . You now have access to these
same keys to enter the Kingdom of God
- it’s up to you how you use them...

Notes:

1. John 17:17-20
2. Acts 2
3. Acts 8, 10, 19
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Notes:

The Keys
to Christ
Acts 4:12:

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved.

